
Addraw of the Soft Shell Democratic State
Convention, at SjrruiM, J«n. 10, 1856.

Mr. Nicholas HUI, Jr., of Albany, chairman of the com¬

mittee appointed for that purpose, reported the following
«ddreaa, which was adopted by the Convention -

sSffiMt-sa;ii; s
f*1'®11.?® of lb« P**. satisfied us that the prosperi-
3. o SZZZSZ-T?? Upon the Permanent aacea^Ten.
cr oi democratic principle*. Whether we are riirht in

STr" j,T "not, we have erred trtth^me*
the wisest patriot* and statesmen that ever lived. We
are far from claiming that the democratic party ha* ne-

ttTth0DC^r mm h
g0Wl me" h*T® ita

Jt. '
,

men have BOmetimea opposed it. but we

i i'm T taken viewn; and bad men hare Home'imes

th^fitaI* 1flelu,lo°- What we claim for It la,
that it* political creed tain harmony with the true spirit

"d th*t " °«nu't . i° upho'Sing
"WeTn^i®^ ke«Pg near the light of It* own principle*.
nubjec? Ur nlion to some considerations on thia

The democratic party waa designed merely as a m*ans
Influencing the course of public or governmental af-

&JV .1 conc<u,tr»*d «li"n Of political opinion-
leaving all other matter* to the free and unoiased ehnfoo
ot the citfoeu. It wa* not organized, a* *oine of ita former

^frofesaed friend* i-eem to have a**umed, to keen watch
and ward over the entire domain of taate and Ztl^t
thought a»d duty ; or to act a* a Hpy upon C prTr^
opin'on* or pursuit* of men, or si: in judgment n«n
their consciences, or control even their oitwwd cond,.?
¦except through the rightful action ofgovernment These

dpi* to?1Th^nthSr nfr°fW.th' entir*ly »u#n t0 prin-
the illustrious defeoder* of our faith

with Jeffeiaon at their head, steadfastly contended in

in'oti y*\r"' Their objects WBr« purely governmental
? ""i.> political creed, though broad

extern!.!0./6?c ..eT#rJ *ubject of governmental concern,
extended no lurther. On other subjects. where govern!
XntC°» v°T ^°Uld not Mt> their crefid was either

,nV*}' or "P<)ke ®nly to admonish us of the duty of

a.ud danger of interfering. It
W*V fashioned, indeed, with most wise and

nZT""*' t°_^e true principles of re¬
gulated liberty ; proscribing no one for the onin-

®lZ^h. V at which he ^"hipped, or the
was born, and countenancing no tyranny

over him in any ef hi* private relations; for it wa* the

»Tn "rh.0,wlth anns 'n hands, had jast
rebuked the unrighteous intermeddling of one usurper
and feared that another might succeed.men who had
read b^tory, and knew how surely this evil spirit of ty¬
rannical encroachment lurks in the shadow of no ve^
w.iDL"sWof nlTw °y8Mhe #nergy "f the oitiMn- wa*te* the
epilogs ot public action, and eradicates from whole mm

XT ttfrttUeS °f «elf d«P"nden,e. coTrS ind pv'
, l*!e l>aHt has left any admonition for tne

preueut whit h should be heeded by every statesman and
every fnend of tne country, it I thLT theTl of

l"ld n*1'0®* have been pressed beyond due litnile
and that the business of governing men by organic n ib'

be. 0Terd.e- The truth of thfaadmoni¬
tion I" illustrated in the condition of every peonle who
have been compelled to submit for centuries to minute
police regulations, until they ceased to rely not onfv on

themselves, but almost on Providence, »ud locked
listlessly to government as the fountain of morals
religion, right and duty. It* importance is at-

by a? those limitations upon governmental
.etion so caretnily prescribed in our written cjnstitu-
tion*; ana the democratic creed, in view of the never
®ta*irg tendencies of power to enlarge itself, warns us

"»beUriy.» nng' naj,> "et.rnul vigilame is the price

fromM^W 0f t^e8e adoaoD'tory lessons, gleaned
from the bitter expenenee of the past, ha* betrayed
mauy into erroneous views of the true objects of political
association, ana the appropriate functions of govern¬
ment; v(»»s harmless enough whil- thev remain mere
speculations of the closet, but which are found emi¬
nently mischievous In practice. Without ad^ertioir at
piwent to other iUustrations, let us turn for a indent
card eto°tfrie wh'?h "ora»«o* tnvike us to take with ro-
gaidto the subject of domestic slavery. More than
once doimg the period of out national existence the

.

I ''" °.f ,.""n Professing unbounded sympathy for the

"iVe^ ifouce government to act in firtherance of

UHe*l «e0t ^'n gut,ul of every other object of po-

ala. Zr *iVen just CAU"« ">r serious
.aiarin And lecenily.nay. wltniu the last f».
months. other men. with loud professions of de¬
mocracy oa their Hps, while their hearts aro fur
from it. hsve banded themselves for renewed and inor«

all
l'ffort" to.eTokVhR ofabolitionism, with

.11 the gloomy pas-ion* which wait on it. This lwt o-.
ganization w*s deemed *o important by its author* and

t0,Cali^r thejnsunt abinTlonUnt1''of every
usherei7« .^. rCrMd? and,U^ adTent was according!?
whi»^Tn!i^ a7 » formal resolution, announcing that the
whig aud democratic parties w«re to exiac no longer-
that h«ncet/#rward there \tere to be no more whten^ior
cans^'vnr t^t a!l wp,re ^ anti slavery republi-

the surprise exciter by this announce-
a' *J1 <i>miaish»d when we were told in effect after-

u
captain of the new f»rc»s thus mus-

a^Tes*..". th* Unlan> that the owners of

thTeh f?n treat«d as an odious ''aristocracy,"
vT iJ " every cane and throughout all hazards

tbeUV0rth*^btorred and avoided that the interests or

2"* ®nd houth w«re, therefore, directly tad irre-
' «nt ^i{.ant,fir"niRtici that the citizeni of the-e differ-

ol onr common country could no

tfp"18r ln unity; that the compromise*
Ji the constitution were a hollow true- which

^edBSfn *Tv, 100 l0D«' t^ngrress must be

1.rnmlflfnrT mi *' de,,"D0". and assume unsom
promising, nggi esuve, anti-slavery ground- and tha

«f government must be su'bordlmtei
^andoMd W nf P0""011 t*'thatons-»
L *2 remoTfl aU .'onht from oar minds

temper and resolution with which the warfare
to be wsged. we were told a little later, through th*

thl ^ntlfL . ^"® ?ap?r de*"t«w to the c%u«? that
M abeutto be csMed into fearful account-

r commeree, but for vengeanse ! ¦'

** ®°0<Wer that these arowsls were made ia the
name of what now claims to be a great portv and th it

for'the'nnV.ii1 utter«d ln the heat of bliod, bnt prepared
for the public eye after consultation and deliberation

S^a?^th'""N?Ct^th a HC'®mn and S.'.
^ miF^ eXclt* forebodings aiE th.

"^e to^rfwo^l^he^ii^tSliy 'examined'

aowartn"1 to'nqutre here whether Congress has
poww to act in aoeordance with the view* of this n»»

S^^^'tich admit* of no answeTVut In'unW
of thSfr Slls ^1. we appreciate the ten leaey
SL1S-, l.d0e<tr"Mt-Te to practical and
broader inquiry whether it ought to adopt them 1 et us

Smi of ** Let u*
they do not propose to interfere with slarerv

now in either of the old thirteen State*' that thev intanrf

la® ttlem i° ' vlr.bret^ren °f tho*e whtlT brand-
of govermenUl distrust and abhor-

5 . V a'thirst for peace and tranquillity
while lnvi king the demons of discord and strife- that
thev venei ate the Union, while denouncing the wi,dom

'? M "treason against human rights " anl

irffh ^7 ho,* to perpetuate its blessing, by jomlng hands
with those who hate and curse it, ana pray for its over

thIi°rW'J.uHnt "*** a]' of.th,m <»o not see tie tendency of

Inrt Qr-iba lnevluMe end of their career
and that they dniag this evil with a vaTue
e*feclMmn that some possible good may cmne

^ question is not w i.i.t they in-

take whJJilT 7 ^^'. but what course should others
take whose feuse of dnty i* yet unsub-lued by the fren/.v

2. bllZr ,Mt °f P°wery I" ^ wise, is it just
absurd aDy,c°nceivsble view.nay, I* it not b.t.h

n l1^ ^)Count*nanc0the theories which

Sru ili^.1 ?' .
Be n our natlonal history, this naot-

°f fK'"ticlanH 8,alm shall be enforce i, ''in

ernmentaTactiony X. W
We have assumed that they are not yet so far sane in

fn'%«noM ,?>,r?d,Ut®.any prew,nt a^nlf- upsm sliTery
Dferencp ^ K

state*; though even this is but an
iDfetence, perhapa an unwarranted one, from their h!

nrinninlia ->'!i M'an?e document caUed their "pUtform of
dr;wn "p a professed abolitionist and
J a «°Pi u^t,he permanent bast* of their or-

' *? t V1.® fol,°wing distinct avowals, which
iwl? Widf a fie,d °' "K'^tfon they mean ult matiw
to oocuny »nd how little they are disused w rest??" it
out of deference to the constitution:-^ "
Jdltallrt'p^,!?8 being one of d'Bned

Terri&tes ot'ot'Ji l"/^ 0,11 J*® °° '"f®1 slavery fn the

formed or *uch T,1?,'mr?«,^ " D° "UT"^

the general government ia respect to

ajayery are the same to-day that they were when the

LDre»^VhI°Vh '
j 'J th03i not b**n exceeded

£ i lJdml'M,lon of slave State*, they cimnot

J* har*ftw- ,In other words, if Congress has no oower
to admit new slave States now, a* tbet thebrists br^dlv
affirm, it has bad none at any time; and every act of that
nature, whether pastor future, may be treated as a mere

U"^7*.i !l'i% "h'^tory upon any cne. Suppose the
Hjr |®5u,(*,od by the resolutions wa have

tl^^Mhe^ v
an omental portion of our na-

thlv shaH h. .^VB WBat their authors
mean iney shall be, 'the creed ot political faith »h«
text of ciyic instruction, the touchstone hv mh!»H
to try the *ervices of those we trust " ^ L ^
propter and the guide of indlv-ldilal duty and
pohllc action.everything hitherto done under
which new slave States have been form-d out !fr

, ',nc®, constituting part of the public domain
V ^ .

n d'emed unconstitutional, and therefore ah'
.solntely Invalid for any practical end. I/iuislana Ml^

tation of' .otherHUt®" receive*! into the I'nion in vio-
lation of the dogma on which alone re-dstance for ft e
fature Is to be based, have none ot the rfghU of "tat^
Ere of it" rT"*.' ' ,f arB "onfwerM m,^
hers of it for any purpose, tlvy hold th^ir n »#iiinn

Zt'Stifle * ,n v,rt"e institution I They are
not entitled to be represented in the councils of tlJ n»
Won nor to have Its aid in suppressing domeeU, 1^?

Vg R'rei<n» fn^stoS; and every ft! tu !
fal believer in r|.- .ew creed is bound to say m by hu

Ti !RV'U f"*" 1 and o«t of it! Indeed we^re tnl.I

!w Il>ey "V® not a "republican form of goveranent "

, or^eVe:r«trte^nfhs?tlhat,d ther6f"re ^
li t. II T*w, that they are mvre ^ariMtorrpriA- ft

which 'in every ewe and throughout all hazar^mnst
be abhorred and avoide<l;" and^o they shouM be th.«1
from the I nion, or crmpelled to eh»ni»«. ?kIi- j

policy !' Such, ffllow citi/j-ns, are some cf th^ ^ach^ f
ant I slavery .epubllcanlsm-such th^ hroaVa^ . lT
Held of station which It opens to our riew ^nd on
wbloh It urges government to enter.

'

The problem of domestic slavery was one nf th. . 4

delicate and dlffiicult which the framejs of fhl r.u i

constitution had to eolve. The InstUuUnn »i,^ fe^/a!
in nearly all the States, includlnrNew YVrk ^d w«

deeply interwoven with the social habits and Ind^tTui
pursuit* ot our people. It had been toltan^ ^
the coercive policy of the mother country undertatint3'
ly Aid perseveringly pursne<l through an huadre.iVaaM
and one question was, whether It wa* compatible with
that " republican form of government " which the fnlt
ed States were about to "guaranty to every State in this
I'nion." It It wa* not, no Union oould be formed and
the hopes and aspirations of the patriot* who looked
upon this as essential to complete the great work of the
Revolution, nnd secure its fruits, must perish Our ra¬
ther*. With Washington it their head, deliberated upon

it, not in the apirit of anti-slavery republicanism, bat
like men on whose decision hung the fate of a nation; in¬
voking the apirit of pea-*, ot mutual lorbaaran ;e,
conciliation and compromise. They balanced the
countless practical and certain advantages of Ua-
ton against the vain hope for thasretical per¬
fect ion in government, and our present couutu-
tion 1m the fortunate result of their decision. No one
who believee that their decision was wise, and thants
God for brieging their council* to such a termination,
can consistently Kay that a "republican form of govern¬
ment" is incompatible with the toleration of Amerloan
slavery. And no one, we believe, will say so who truly
reveres the constitution, and meditates no assault, now

or hereafter, on lta beneficent adjustments and wise com¬
promise*.
The anti-slavery republican party, however, Invites us

to aid in giving ascendancy to men who have aaid and do
say so and who strive to make their dogmas the founda¬
tion of governmental ac'loe, as well as the test and limit
of political faith : men who, had they stood by when
Washington and hU compatriot* finished their labors, and
given utterance to their preeent views, would have de¬
nounced the constitution as a " covenant of Mood I"
They admit that it tolerates slavery, and that, while It
provides for the return of fugitive slaves, it is impressive¬
ly silent as to the admission of new sl&vs States, and im¬
poses no express dnty to Interfere with the subject any¬
where, or in any form. They admit, indeed, that it
treats slavery as an affair of local sovereignty,
which the people of etch of the original States at
least, may deal with an they please, irrespective of th-
vlews and wishes of the people of other States. And
though they rail against its compromise*, they aimit,
toe.for they cannot falsify history.that the Union
could not have existed if their spirit, instetd of the
spirit of peace, bad prevailed. No one. moreover, will pro¬
bably deny that had some prophet rent the veil of che
future, and revealed the time when Cengre*s was to act
in accordance with the new theories now proposed, every
Southern State would have refused to Join the confe¬
deracy. And suppose even that the power to enforce
these theories could be found in some ambiguous clause
of the Constitution, and that, If exercised, an astute legal
philologist might be able to maintain it.still the ques¬
tion is not one of law alone, nor of philology, nor meta¬
physics, but of practical statesmanship, ot wi*e govern¬
mental expediency, of good faith, honesty and fikir deal¬
ing. And we put it to you as such, and ask you again,
ought the power to be exerc sed ?
Conceded power in government is not always to be put

in requisition; doubtful power never. What a lawyer
tells ub we can do, Is not an unerring test of human
conduct, even in the most Inconsiderable affairs of pri¬
vate life: but other considerations frequently remain to
control the course of duty. This is peculiarly so in pub¬
lic affairs as to matters where the government Is left
free to act or forbear. Many formidable powers which
Congress possesses by universal consent, have been
wisely suffe<-ed to remain in repose; for example, its
power over domestic commerce, and in respect to bank¬
ruptcy. On these and other subjects it hat studied for-
U-arnnce us the true policy of government, seldom ob¬
truding on the field or local sovereigaty, even when its
power to do so was undoubted, except in accordance
with some supposed and imperious public exigency, and
then retiring us soon as the exigency ceased. The prin¬
ciple should be extended to evary case where federal
power may be safely dispensed with, especially if the
r'ahi to interpose it is seriously doubtett by Intelligent
ir<n. and bad consequences are likely to flow from its
exeifiise.
Nothing Is clearer, fellow-citizens, than that the policy

of onti slavery republicanism, if prosecuted in the reck¬
less spirit which has thus far characterized it, will lead
to con: f-quence> which ne one can contemplate without
dismay. Other exercises of Congressional power as to
slavery have shown some respect to constitutional limits,
to the prevailing temper and exigencies of the times, and
to the issues of good er evil lively to result. Whether
they were prompted by one motive or another is a ques¬
tion of no moment now, except with those who hope to
r<*e and prosper by turbulent and irrelevant appeals to
mere prejudice and passion. The*e and all other meas¬
ure* pheuld be juoged to day, as they will be in after
times, by their practical adaptation to the just ends of
government, and their tendency to secure the peace and
well beiDg of the country. Whatever else may be said
of them, they were not animated by that spirit, which,
repudiating the constitutional definition oi a " repub¬lican form of government," and vaunting its indiffe¬
rence to the late of the Union, denounces the citi¬
zens of one section of it as the special objects of
governmental " abhorrence," and asserts that the
North and South are the natural enemies of each
other. It was not so with the aot called the Missouri
compromise, which was the result of most anxious, pa¬
tient and patriotic endeavors to harmonise c nfllcting
views, and allay for the time the frenzy of sectional
strife. Ftr with ice repeal, which assumed to banish the
spirit of discord from the counoil chambers of 'he nation,by limiting the range of federal action, and enlacing the
domain of local sovereignty. The temper and policy of
an'i-slavery republicanism, however, is far different. It
abhor* conciliation. It disdains peace. It ca!l* back the
spirit of discord. It will have nothing to do with local
sovereignty of any klni, and lea*t of ail with that which
look* for its warrant to the consont or choice of the peo.
pie. It invokes the arm of the nation, and proclaims
Ci'ngreBslon&l war.war without truce or relenting, anl,for aught we see, war without end. And so sublimated
are its theories tbat Its adherent* cannot advance one
argument for their adoption founded on the plain princi-
p'es of the crnstitution; nor any argument, indeed,
except *Dch a* proves, if it proves anything, that
ajavtry should be assailed everywhere, and at all
times, in splta ot constitutions and compacts.We Invite you to consider, not merely the out¬
ward form of their creed, but its inner life and Irrepressi¬ble practical tendencies- They ask for Congressional in¬
tervention on the assumed ground that slaveholding. un¬
der all circumstances, is absolutely incompatible with
religion, as well as republican principles: so much so, in¬
deed, tbat governs ent cannot innocently let it alone!
And when told that the constitution was fashioned upon

a different theory, they admit and lament the fact, exalt
themselves above the constitution. aDove the govern¬
ment, and appeal toa "higher law!" The light by which
our fathers walke<i and tolled will not do for them. Theyseek the pure empyrean In Ihe language of Mr. Web¬
ster, they are "above ordinances." Thev pant for abso¬
lute perfection, and will countenance nothing which fails
short of itl On other subjects of public concern, how¬
ever, they are modest in their pretensions: peaceablelike other men, and Car less exacting. They believe in
governmental jobs, and steamships, and h'gh tariffs, and
lavish expenditures, and mortgages of revenue, and vast
public debts, and all the fraudulent contrivances
by which the few are enabled to prosper at gthe
expense of the many. These they can countenance and
tolerate.nay, lobby for, advocate and practice.notwith¬
standing all their specious cant about duty anl hummrights and governmental perfection. They economize in
their zeal for public purity, and would oonfinj its benefits
wholly to the colored race!
Congress Is one of the mere agents of government. Its

powers are derived from the constitution, and it has no
i ight to act upon theories which that instrument repu¬

diates, whether they are good or bad. Every attemptthus tar to extend its control over the subject of slavery,Lowever guarded and conciliatory, has been fraught with
danger. Angry sectional controversies, alienated feeling,enfeebled patriotism, have uniformly resulted from such
measure*. And if this new experiment upon the publictranquillity shall thrive, and all the powers of govern¬
ment be surrendered to anti-slavery repu bllcanism, who
can tell what the future has in store for us?
When one half the people of the Union shall be
taught to curse it as irrel'gious and anti-republican,and the other half to denounce 1 : as a fraud on their
rights, an open enemy to their State policy, their In¬
terest and their hemes, who shall answer for its fate?
An act of Congress passed one year may be repealed the
nert. You may call it a compact if you please, and de¬
clare it irrepenlable; but this will no- change its nature.
And so the passage of every act will be only the signal
i'ght. for a new mustering of hostile forces, aglta-ion suc¬
ceeding agitation with Increased intensity, until every
tie of fraternal feeling shall be utterly destroyed, and
the blind instinct of sectional bate take the place o! pat¬riotism. (riant even that the JUnion Is strong enough to
survive the struggles of our day and generation to whioh
t'jis line of policy invites us. Wuat will it be to
thiio who shall succeed us, but a heritage of endless
discord: or, at best, a worthless memorial of
blessings won by heroism, and lost by tolly? And
even for ourselves.fur ihe interest of those now
living. is it nothing to have the nation smit¬
ten with an incurable disease.to wa'te it with perpetual
fever, or rack it with convulsions? Will it prove to us an
efficient protector whilst struggling against coming
d«ftth, its strength emaciated, and Its functions all per¬
verted?
We are no alarmists, and are as little disposed to In-

spiie you wlih unmanly fears as we are to be shaken bythem ourselvd*. The aangers of which we speak are not
undefined shadows, floating in the Gar off horizon of the
future. They are substantial things.obje -ts of sense-
ami we must deal with them. Washington saw them
more than half a century ago, and in the last solemn act
of bis public ufe warned his countrymen against them.
They have alarmed the patriotism of later times, and in
18.19 a statesman of New York.now gone to his rest, but
whose loss at this crisis is more deeply deplored than ever
a<ldre«*edhisfellowJcltif»n*o6the subject. And after a

n asterly review of the various clause* of the oonstltu
tion, indicating the conciliatory spirit in which the Un
Ion was formed.the clause for reclaiming fugitive slave'
inaluded.he asked:.
Are there any who will blame our venerable fathers, the

delegate* In the Convention ot 1787, lor firing their asae n
lo ibis clause of our constitution? All the old thirteen Stales
a-sented to It, and to all Ihe other concession* and compro¬
mises which bad been mentioned, as connected with the sub¬
ject of domestic slaveiy. the people ot all the Stales assented

to them, and fifty years ot internal peace and abundant pro*
pet Ity have attested ihe wisdom of the convention. What Ame¬
rican citizen will now rise, snd claiming iff be purer than
Washington, ihe President of that Convention, purer and more
patriotic than the sages who supported him in the great work

¦ i tormlng our constitution, aa they had previously in the
* hieiement of our Independence, wl l cast the first atone at

the temple of human liberty which they erected? Who that
loves hla country will open agala the delicate and troublesome
compromises thus lormed, thus settled, and now consecrated
by lime and happy experience, with the hope of reaching better
re^uita from the present temper and feeling ot the oountry?Who will cast upon the ocean of time and chance, toe ic valua¬
ble blessings we have gained, the triumph to human Utterly
we have secured, for Ihe dark and stormy prospect which
pi events Itself of more perfect success In a new elforif Who
will wantonly trample neon Ihe faith wo have solemnly
pledged fo our brethren of other Stales, upon entering the con-
federscy, In Ihe hope of moulding them to a mo-e yielding dis¬
position In some future compact* Who will boldly stilks at the
union llseli. and stake Its fate against his sympathy for the
slave?.AMrrttby Hm. SIla* II right, Canton, Jul// 4, IMS.
We cannot forbear, fellow citizens .from adding to these

admonitions the warning of one who was never moved by
uni eal danger, whose name is a passport to every demo¬
cratic heart, and whose memory is revered in all lands
where freedom has a shrine or a worshipper. We mean
Andrew Jackson. I0 his farewell address to the people
of the United States, he tells us:.
The constitution cannot be maintained, nor the Union pre¬served. tn opposition to ttublio feeling, by the mere exertion of

the coerctve powers confided to the general government The
foundations must be laid in ihe affections of Ihe people. In the
security it (rives to life, liberty, character and property in every
quarter of the orantry, and in the fraternal attachment which
the citizens of the several (Mates bear to one another as mem¬
bers of one political family, mutually contributing to promotethe happiness of each other. Hence the citizens of every Stale
should avoid everything calculated lo wound the sensibilities or
offend, the just ptide of the people of other Stales; and they
should frown upon any proceedings within Ihelr own bordersIkelv to disturb the tranquillity of their political brethrenIn other portions of the Union. . . . . All uinti
tarts, tie adds, are lo direct opposition lo the spirit la whluh Ihernlon was formed, and must endanger Its safety Motive of
phi'anthtophy may be assigned for "la uo JSrVwtJS? TTier

ferenee, tad weak men may persuade themselves far * mo
¦w thai (her »re laboring in (he cause of humanity, and w
aertipg tfce nfibu of the niuuto race, bat every one will see
that noltlag Wat mmrhlet ca* coat trom these improi>er k-
saults upon Umi feelings and rights of ohsrs. Km) waur-xl.
that the man found busy la thii work of diieord arc not wir

thy ot your oonlideoce, and deserve yunr strongest reprobiMoo.
Let uj heed these impretsive Ibssons of palriotim and

oppose thoae who invite ua to engage with them in this
new anti«lavery crusade. Reject, with abhorrence, the
treasonable fallacy that aectional strife is either wise,
patriotic or necessary. Leave the people of the Territo-
ties to settle their own policy iu regard to slavery.Extend to them every needed protection fit the free and
fair exercise of their choice, hut go no further. Alt ration¬
al men concede.even antl-Mlavery republicanism heti
tates to deny.that when they are admitted as States
their right to establish or abolish the institution will be¬
come perfect, and no pow»r on earth can question their
decision. If they are admitted to day with an anti-
slavery constitution, they may change it to-morrow
without consulting our wishes; and should Congress at¬
tempt to prevent their doing so, it would be an invasion
ot sovereignty, which might be lawfully resisted by foroe
of arms. Or should they come into the Union with a
constitution which prescribes no lino of poiloy en this
subject, bat leaves it to be settled by 3tato legislation
afterwards, the result will be the tame. And so the/ will
have their own way at last, as we have had ours. Why
not then at once abstain from all intermeddling, and stopuseless agitation ? We believe the people are tired of it,
and desire peace. It promises no good, uone whatever,but ooly evil, and that continually.evil in our na
tlonal councils, in the (Afferent Stares, in churches, add
everywhere. Other and direr forms of evil will follow,if we persist in urging Congress to act on theories at war
alike with the constitution and common sense. Can we
not afford to rely on the unwrittan but steady Wws o
population in the disposition qf questions of this kind
Have we travelled Bo far away from democracy that we
dare not trust the people of the Territories witn the ma
nsgement cf any ot their own affairs? Is no faith to be
placed in the instincts and interests of intelligent men,
or in anything except the coercive powers of government?
Or do we really believe thftt all good must come to us, if
at all, through acts of Cougrees; and that duties have no
existence or validity until prescribed by statute? This ts
the creed of anti-slavery republicanism not of the demo¬
cratic party.
****** e

If the Know Nothing and anti-slavery republican par¬
ties, or any other class ot men in the community, are
dissatisfied with our present form of government, and
wish to chaage its organic Htruoture, no one denies their
light to attempt it by fair means. IMl then take th»
open field, and tell the people plainly that this is their
purpose. The citizen will then know what to expect
trom tbem. and be prepared to act accordingly. But to
make their way to place and power ander the false pre¬
tence that tbey are friends of the constitution Uiat
they believe in its principles, and mean to act in accord¬
ance with its spirit.while secretly repudiating its fun¬
damental teachings, is neither manly nor honest.
We bave forborne to speak of a third class of men who

have l>een misled into false views of the nature and true
office ofgovernment. We mean those who, within the last
year or two. organised themselves into a political party
to enforce the single virtue ot temperance, leaving the
other virtues to shift for themselves. After urging
our State Legislature to disregard the constitution by
passing a law in violation of it a law the authorship of
which none of its followers are willing to avow.it has
quietly subsided along with the waxing remnant of the
old abolition party, into the ranks ot anti-slavery repub-
licaninn. Both will be reuiembe'ed hereafter for their
good intentions, their bad ileeJs, and their ignoble end.

Fellow- citizens, the parties ot which we nave spoken
have originated in one common error.an error into
which the democratic party can never fall until it re¬
nounces its ancient fai'h. They bave inis'.akeu the pro¬
per ends of political association, and the true office and
limits ot human government. While professing to act
under the constitution, and in accordance with its spirit,
they have exalted themselves above it, and appealed to a

"higher law." Their respective creeds assume that
neither the guidance of reason, the lights of education,
the injunctions of religion, nor the promptings ot a
wise self-interest, can be relied on in any relation ot
life. Philanthropy must be taught by aot of Congress,
or men will never practice U. Religion must be con¬
trolled by politic sns, or heresy will be the order of the
da.v. And unless temperance is hunted down by police¬
men, and hedged in with penalties, it can never be se¬
cured. The entire field of human endeavor must be
scanned with anxious care, not to find how much of it
cau be saiely left to individual freedom and responsibility,
bnt how far government can encroach on it. The inter¬
meddling baud of power must be seen and felt everywhere
and at all times, constantly trenching on those moral
agencies, which.guided by a Power wiser and more
beneficent than that of politicians.are silently influ¬
encing the course of human oouduct and shaping the
destinies of men and nations.
We believe it may be said with confidence that if the

democratic party has ever deviated Into errors like those
to which we have alluded, it has not persevered in them.
It cannot do so without being false to its own princi-
les. Reflecting and patriotic men every whe>e ac-
uowledge the value of its past achievements,

aod admit that its setvices were never needed more
than at this hour. They are not needed to guard any
one interest of the country, but every one; to maintain
our written cor stltutiots, which, under Providence, pro¬
tect us all; and to Bccure and perpetuate the blessings
ol sound and wise administration. They will be needed
in all coming vicissitudes, whether of war or peaoe, ad¬
versity or prosperity. It is almos' the only asssciatlon
of men, prlitieal or religions, which sectional strife and
fanaticism has not utterly prostrated; certainly the only
cne which has power to cast out the political evils whioh
afflict the nation and menace its life. Let its once victo¬
rious legions be again summoned to the field of oontro-
versy. Let its voice go forth as of old, cheering the
hearts, and arousicg the cou rage, and re-animating the
hopes of its hiends. And let every one who has named
its name and professei its faith in former years, strive
with earnestness and slnglenets of purpose for the attain¬
ment of these ends; remembering that "a house divided
against itself cannot stand."

Theatre* and Exhibition*.
Phoaiiway Thkatkk..The spectacular drarat enti led

'¦The Sea of Ice/' will be performed for the second time
thin evening. The scenery in tail* piece is brilliantly
beautiful; one of its greatest novelties in the representa¬
tion of the breaking up of an ocean of ioe. The plot is
replete with thrilling intercut, and the leading characters
aie admirably personated by Messrs. Fisher and Chap¬
man, Mad. Ponisi and Mrs. Buokland. The popular farce
of "Don't Judge by Appearances," will also be played.

Kihlo's Garden..The Ravel* will perform to-night in
the pleasing little comic pantomime styled "The Secret
Marriage " Tne ba'let corps, led by M'lle Robert and
Mons. Biillant, will follow in a new allegorical divertise-
ment called "Terpsichore, or Feie of the Muses." In ad¬
dition to a seiies of beautiful dances, there are a num&er
ot charming tableau* in this ballet. The entertainments
will close with the gorgeous fairy comic jpantotnime of
"Kaoul." which affords the Kavels an excellent opportu¬
nity for exhibiting their extraordinary tricks ana trans¬
forations.
Bowery Tueatrh .Miss Denvil, a traQedimnr of whom

report speaks very favorably, will make her debut at this
bouse to-night, in the arduous character of Margaret
Klmore, in the popular play of "Leve's Swtiflce." She
will be ably supported by Messrs. Johnston, Griffiths.
Fitzgerald, Barry and Winans. The play will be followed
by a song from Miss Denham, and a dance by Miss Louisa
Wells. The whole will conclude with the amusing farce
«f "The Dumb Belle," in which Mr. Fitzgerald, Mus. C.
Alford, Mrs. Griffiths and others appear. Mr. Barry, a
popular scpr at the Bowery, takes a benefit to-morrow.

Bi hton'? Theatre.. Four capital pieces, in three of
which the manager per'orms are announced for to¬
night. The o[>ening play is called " I -end Me Fire Shil¬
lings," Mrs. Mojir Pnobbs by Miss Mitchell, who ha< be¬
come a great favorite with toe patrons of tbis comical
and comfortable establishment. " The Blue Devils " fol¬
low?.Mr. Burton as the grumbling Englishman. Next
comes a quizzical affair, entitled ''The Barber's Plot
Mr. Burton as the tonsor. " Barton's New York Direc¬
tory " is the final piece.
Waixack'h Theatre..The successful new comedy called

an "Awkward Ai rival" will be repeated tais evening.
Tbeie are several capital characters in this little piece,
and they are admirably rendered by Messrs l/ester. De
Walden, (a receut addition to the company,) Stewart and
G. Holland, Miss Mary (iannon, Mrs. Stephens and Mrs.
Conover. The extravaganza of "Po-ca-hon-tas," with all
Its drolleries, pomposities and peculiarities, will then be
played for the twentieth time. "Out for a Holiday" is the
afterpiece.

I-aitu KRene's Varir]ifs..The protty little drama en¬
titled "I>reams of Delusion.*" will be performed this even¬
ing, with the same superb oast as before, viz Miss
Keeneaslady Harleigh, Miss K. Reignolds as Amabel,Mr. G. Jordan as Sir Bernard Harleigh, Mr. Dyott as Dr.
Pungent, and Mr. T. B. Johnston as Maunder. To befol-
low*d by the amusing comedietta of "Delicate Ground"

. Pauline, Miss Keene; Sangfroid, Mr. G. Jordan; AI-
phonse, Mr. Chandler. The wholo will close with the
splendid new ballet called "The Prima Donna".charac¬
ters by M'llea Tilman. Franck and Deign, M. Tilman and
others.

Woot»'n MiNffTRKii) .Prominent among the songs and
other novelties on the programme for this evening are

" Tilda Horn," "White-Fyed Potatoes," the " Bloomor
Promenade," &«., to hear and see anyone of which
is worth a long walk on the sloppy and slippery side¬
walks. Tte afterpiece is "The Masquerade Ball," la
which msny of Shakepeare's heroes are introduced.

Bi cxiet'b Skre*ai>er8. These superior musicians and
vocalists are as great favorites as ever. They have the
rarefacutyut combining the beautiful and the ridiculous
to an astonishing decree. One is at a loss which to ad¬
mire the most.their delicious music or the rich jokei
that accompany It. They tender a line programme for
to-night, including the burlesque of "Richard III."
New KwrAiu.iHHMK.vr9.. Preparations are making for the

opening of two additional places for theatrical exhibitions
ai an early day. That talented troupe of juvenile 00014-
dians, the Marsh Children, will commence at Mechanics'
Hall about the 1st of next, month. Mr. Nichols is erect¬
ing a new building for theatiical purposes, at CM Broad¬
way. which will open about the same time. It is to bs
called the Broadway Athenaeum, and will be conducted
on a plan similar to the former Olympic under Mitchell's
management.

DKTKNTION AND HUKFEItlNG ON THE TOLEDO
Railroad..The paaeenger train which left Toledo yester¬
day morning at 'i% o'clock did not reach this city until

o'clock last evening, having been seventeen hwurs
making the oassage, that should have been made in les<
than five. While in the foresta of Ottawa county t.he
connecting water pipes leading from the tank to the boiler
Ir07« and burst, rendering the engine useless, except so
far as the water already In the boiler was of service. The
engineer detatched hia engine and started for the nearest
station for help, but had gone only a short distance be¬
fore he run into a snow drift without the possibility of ex*
tilcat ing himself. The train was left in the woods three
or four miles from any dwelling; many of the passengers
were women and children. The Intense cold occasioned
much suffering; several fret and hands were frozen one
of the firemen on the engine, after they ran into the snow
bank, had both feet frozen, and the engineer and two
other persons carried him a mile on t heir backs to the
nearest house; the poor fellow suffered intense pain. Aa
engine was tonnd at Port Cliutin and thetralu succeeded
ia cvnmg tlicotujh..Clfrrlnrfl rt»>r, .Ian 10. t

Tbe Alleged Irish Filibusters at Cincinnati
[From the Cincinnati Commercial, Jan. 12 ]

FOURTH DAT.
The court convel at 10 o'clock. The usual cro v.I,

somewhat augmented, was in attendance.
M. A. Keating was called and sworn; but before be ug

interrogated. Colonel Piatt, oonnsel for defence, subin t-
ted a mot! an that the case be dismissed, if the prosoc
tion could not adduce more testimony than had been
already elicited. But he supposed the Court would at¬
tend to the matter without intervention of counsel. The
discharge of Mr. John McGroarty was specially askedjthat his testimony might be brought to bear in the cise.
Mr. Corwin said the government had no objection to

the discharge of Mr. McGroarty, as hi* arrest was evi¬
dently a mistake. Barbour, who swore that he was a
member of the Emmet Society, saw defendant at the
meetings of the F.. Club, and hi* presumption that Mc¬
Groarty was a member was fair. The matter, however,ended here for the present.

Levi Paiker, police officer, called and sworn.Went
into the hall of the Irish Emigrant Society; I received a
letter from an unknown young nun at the door; handed
the letter to Mr. Bennett; I didn't look at the letter. (Aletter was here shown witness, which he said bore the ap¬
pearance ot the one received by him.)George Bennett, Deputy Cnited States Marshal, beingsailed arid sworn, ideniibel the letter and corroborated
the statement of Mr. Parker.

A LOTTO OFVKRSD IN KVHWNC*.
Mr. Ssse offered in evideuce a letter addressed to th»

" Irish Emigrant Aid Association," which had bee.i
habded in to the ha 1 of the association on the night of
the arret, ts.
Mr. Piatt thought the opening of this letter by ths

Court would be mom-tron*. If it was opened, it would b)
haid that Judge Leavitt had admitted in evidencs un¬
opened letters, purporting to have been arrested it
trtmrilv. How easy would it be for a weak prosecution
to strengthen their case by preparing a " straw letter,"sUp it rnto the hands of the defendant. ani by its con¬
tents seek to convict him.

lire Court held th« matter under advisement.
William Gtenn called and sworn. Nothing elicited on

direct examination.
Cross examined.William Probasco was in my store

some time since, and I was telling him what 1 had heard
in my store; that it was the intention to murder the
prosecuting wltnets tor the government' I know that
Itentleuau (Mr.Tiernan) by sight; he t»ld me he was a
member of the Robert Emmet Club; said the club was
not filibustering.
Here the testimony for the prosecution closed.

TKffTIMONY KOR TUB 1>K1 K.M K.
C'apt. O'lrowd called
Mr. Sag* (producing a copy of the Douay Bible, with a

large cross eafered on the cover).1 wish the witness to
be sworn on book, it he regards it as nore bindingthan any other form.
Mr. Piatt protestel He wanted to trntw if Sage had

trumped up one of his Protestant Bibles, and atuck a
croes on it.
Mr. Sage.It is the Douay Bible.
The Court- Witness, do you consider the usual form ef

oath with uplifted hand as obligatory as any other ? A.
Yes.

Mr. Piatt.1 am a Catholic. I am a Catholic, and I
lake this as su inst.it to a large and respectable part of
the community.

'lire Court. ["he question was a proper one.
Mr. O'Nefl.Whether the Bible is St. James' version or

sny other version, a Catholic considers an otth upon it
as obligatory as any other.
Witness I was present at a conversation between Bar-*bour and Capt. Riedy a few wseks since. Barbiur com-

p allied of Tioinan for getting eight dollars from him to-
waids aiming a company for Irclaud. Riedy told Bar¬
bour to deitand a reurn of the eight dollars from
Tier nan, and if it was not returued, lie shjuld report
him to the Emigrant Aid Association, for it would uot
allow any member to raise moony for any such purpose.
Ihe Washington llatalllon is over a year old, i* composedof the Sarstield Guards. Sarstield Artillery, Queen CityCadets, Republican Guards snd Shield'* tiuards. This
llatallion was disarmed by General .-aigen'.; the Queen
City Cadets are nearly two years old; they have no arms.
The Attuck Blues aie an independent company ef bl*cks;
they tad arms, State arms I thiik. The Washington Ba
talllon is a part of the Ohio militia, organized for the de¬
fence of the state.

[Here a beech in the back part of the room, on which
twenty or thirty bystanders were standing, broke with a
crashj pr< ducing great contusion.]
The Marshal.Gentlemen, you cannot stay in the rorm

and keep it in an uproar; you that won't take seats, walk
out.walk out, gen'lemen.

Mr. Matt (To the Court).I want to know it' these
bystanders are to be turned out. sir '<
TheCoutt.Not those that will be orderly.
Marshal Kills.Walk out. gentlemen, walk out.
Mr. llatt.Sir, il citizens are to be turned out, I de

maud that every oody be t urne.d out except those engaged
in this trial. I demand that Bowecroft, the Brrtish Con¬
sul, be turner out.
The Court.We shsll take no such order. No one who

is orderly will be exsluded from the room.
Mr. Piatt.Very well, iben, sir.
Colonel Peter J. Sullivan called. Have been a lawyerof some feven or eight years' standing; was colonel in

the Ohio mill ia; resigned on account of my disapproval
of the course of Governor MedillNl have done more to
sustain the Ohio militia in Cincinnati thin any other
man; General Sergent thinks he has done the most; the
Washington Battalion was disarmed; know tnat Captain
Tier nan applied to Governor Medlll tor a captain's aom-

m lesion; heard that some ^charges had been preferred
against fiernsn.

Mr. Groesbeck.What c mntrymau is Col. Kenneth A.
Kennett is a Russian, I believe.

( JUTAIN IIIRKK'8 1NTKRVIKW WITH THE 1IR1TI8H CON8t'L.
John McCroarty, called.I was never a member of the

Robert Emmet Clue; never was in their room at the time
of mealing.

Q. (by llatt.) Were you at. Consul Rowecroft'* last
night? A. I was; I supposed it wa? an interview every
wsy proper, and that it was private; from being called
uron now, I suppose we were watched; Captain Burke
wss requested to go up to the Consul's by l)r. <>arrick;
Burke aeked me to go along; Mr. Rowecroft met Mr.
Burke as though the interview had been at request of
Can ick Rowecroft said to Burke, "I ani sorry that a
young man of your previous good character should get In
such a scrape as this; sorry on account of the good
standing of your ftimiy in the old country; I do not want
or expect you (addressing Mr. Burke) to in'orm on your
society, or come en the stand to give evidence against
them ; I should despise you if you turned Informer.'1
Mr. Rowecroit further told Mr. Bnrkethat he.Burke.

conJd " sleep on it," and then suggest some plan by
which he could get out of the scrape; that he.Rcwe-
croll.would, in writing to his government, state that he
had so far as he was concerned, discontinued the prose¬
cution of Bnrke on account of his youth ani good cha¬
racter: the Consul snggeited no plan by which Burke
could get cut of the ssiape, but appeared to be acting
einrerely and a friendly part; I understood that Rowe¬
croft had sent for Burke at the suggestion of Dr. Carrick.
Q By Capt. Burke.Did I not say to you last night it

should be a matter of h<»nor with us, not to speak any
wheieorto anybody about the conversation with Mr.
Rowecroft? A. It was; I do not know how I came to be
called to ate stand; on leaving the Consul's home Dr.
Carriok thnnked Rowecroft for his klndnees to his friend

. Cfcpt. Burke.and regretted that a different result had
not been attained.

Capt. Burke did not suggest tiny plan by which he
oould be relieved from his present difficulties

Q. By Piett. Didn't the Consul say he would get the
forgiveness or excusing of Burke by his government? A.
No. sir, he did not; said he would excuse the matter if
Bnrke expressed contrition, or something to that effect.

Court took a recess.
AMBtRNOOX SWBION.

Michael M. Keating called and Bwom. I was one of the
first members of the Irish Emigrant Aid Association;
1 was one of its fonnder* ; our object was to
unite old and young Ireland for one particular view,
ami that was to get up an American Fontenoy
ia the event of trouble between America and England; we
ves o particular to do do nothing that would compromise
us with this government, or this government with Rng-
lacd; I left the Knimet Club on account of difficulties
with a member; the Emmet Clnb had nothing to do with
any military organization as such; somemembers belong¬
ed to military companies.
Cross-examined..I resigned, but attended some meet¬

ings aferward; members were sworn in with the Ameri¬
can flag in their hands; the object of the society was to
harmonize Irish; I left on account of a personal diffioulty;
beard Mr. Hyde make a stimulating speech to the associa¬
tion, telling them of ehe likelihood of a difflaulty between
the United States and England, and to be ready, in that
event, lor the aid ot Ireland.

J. J. Burn* called.All the members of the association
have been absolved from their oaths, so that they could
testify freely in this case; I was a member; I belong to
ihe Methodist church; all religions might belong to the
Fmmet Club; I wssa regular attendant of the meetings:
saw Barbour always; the Club is totally disconnected
with any military company: Mr. l.umsden, nor any other
member, ever carried a motiou to buy arms for the inva¬
sion of Ireland; lotne proposition to buy arms was once
made, but the Iterdeni, Mr. Halpin, thumped to order,
and said no such proposition eould be discussed in the
a*fOciati>n; 1 heard Lumlden make the speech referred
to by Barbour'. l.umsden said the Irish in America had
become liberalised, and ought now to meet without dis¬
tinction of party or creed, and this would unite the Irish
In the old country ; not a syllable was ever said in the
Club about the present difficulties of England In the
Crimea; some newspaper articles have been read; l.ums¬
den, on his return from New York, said there were some
things he eould not say there, because the spies of the
Fnglish would be dogging them; nothing was erer said
in the meeting* ol the Club about taking advantage of
the present difficulties between England and Russia.am
positive of this; the Emmet Clnb have held meetings
nearly every night since the beginning of this trial; we
resolved that the touch of Barbour would be poison, and
no one would touch him.

Mr. I'iatt.And the British Consul was put here to to do
the irty work of hi* government, and wan't to blanoei'

WlMie«s.Ard wan't to blame.
Andy McCuce called. 1 know that the Emmet Clnb nor

the Washington Battalion, nor any company ordered the
eulogy on Capt. Conahan; it was a public meeting.

Mr. Page Will you look at the title page of this
pHintthleiV A. No, there's no tue of iKit; I know all.'bout, that meeting; I know it was a general meeting.
To Mr Halpin.The call tor the meeting that appoint¬

ed you to deliver the address, was a public call in the
newspspeis for a meeting of the friends of Capt. Conahan.
Cant. Moore called.The Washington Battalion was de¬

prived of Its iirms; the Shield*' Guard started to buy
inns; 1 gave them $10, but expressed the hope that they
would buy unilorms, and not arms.that I thought the
State ought to lutnish arms to her militia; I had nearly
arranged with General Sargent to have the arms returned
on condition that the battalion paid the court expenses;
each ccmpanv to pay >5 for counsel fees; I.um*den isone
ot our best cltlar os, so Is Halpin and the other defend-
snts, so far as they are known to me; I ought to be an
Episcopalian; sm partial to the Presbyterians.

Col. Miner callsd.There ia a proceeding pending In the
United Stales courts s gainst Consul Itowoerott, cn a
charge ot violating the neutrality laws.
Fdwa'd Helton called.I was present at the Hamilton

meeting testified to by Barbour; um positive that Ca|itain
Burke did not state that the object of the Irish Emi¬
grant Aid 8o. Iety was raise men and arms with whioh to
invade Ireland; a part of Barbour's testimony was cor-
r«»c*.

Cross examined. I oppose.! the raising of arms and
niorey tor Ireland, and opposed the orginiza'lm of an
Cromer Oub, hocnii*> of it^ *e;re«y: >">1 be«u*e I had

beard the object «u te turfeds Irelaud; Captun Burae
said there were bui; hundred thousand Irishmen in
America ; If they were armed and orfuiied, they could" af¬
ford great to eld Ireland in the event of war between Kng
land and America, Kenifeck or Butke spoke of the mis¬
management of Ireland: I replied that the commotion In
Ireland wee subsided ; I understood that I was to be the
principal witness for the proaecuUon; uo one told ineeo;1 wss anxious to come on the stand, because I wn
charged with being in the pay of Consul Rowecroft, and
deelrod to bee myself from such an imputation by my
testimony.
At the request of Mr. Groesbeck, the letter addressed

to the "Irish Emigrant Association." wa» opened and
found to be a bill for rent
Court adjouined till 10 A. M to morrow.

Our Washington Oorraponleace.
Wasoimito*, Jan. 8, 1858.

Celel/ratum of the Kighth.lhe \atnmal Democratic Com¬
mittee.(Ad Soldiers ' Convention. Visit to the Prendm',.
Burning Sesrvm.Debate and Resolutions.Attack on the
Commiuioner of Pennant.Governor Whittles*)/ to the
liesoue.6¥a»e of Preridmt Madison.Resolution in ifc
lation Thnrtio.Jackson AmociaHon.Spoeches from the
leaders.J-un^ral of Know Nothimjism.Sl^jhing Extra¬
ordinary, ft.c, rfe., <tc.

While this day in festal throng
Millions swell the patriot song,
Shall not we thy notes prolong.

Hallowed jubilee 1*
Kren the national Congress adjourned orer in honor o

the glorious Eighth.that day on which Andrew Jackson,
in flashes of lightning and peala ot thunder, proclaimed

hi* true character to an astonished world. The strife o

|ierty conllict was hushed for the day, and Washington
presented the appearance of a national holiday; a rest
from all public labor, and a general re-union ef all th
lovers of tree institutions.
The first meeting held in bonor or the day was by the

National Democratic Committee, which convened at
noon, at the National Hotel, pursuant to notice, and an
account of which I gave yju in my despatch of to-day.
The meeting of the committee was entirely harmuniou*
and no action was had excepting what wan strictiy legiti¬
mate pursuant to the call.the lixing of the day for as¬

sembling the Democratic Convention at Cincinnati.
After the adjournment, the veteranB of the war of

1812-15 firmed in line, numbering about four huudred,
aud marched to the executive mansion to paytheir respects
to the President of the United State*. In the line I
noticed Captain Peter Wilson, a Saotiem of the Oneid^s
*n Captain Samuel George, au Onondaga chief, both
gaudily painted and plumed, ana the centra of attraction.
Ihe follow uig was the

ouiiKtt of nis ij.vk:
Military escort of t)ie District Volunteers, Col. William

Hickey commanding.
Music.

American Klag.
Color Guard,

under command of Major George McNeir, via:.
t.eo. G. W. P. Custij, Capt. Samuel Oeerge,
Mijor Geo. l"eter, CoL Edward Brook,
Gen. l^iUj, Comb*, K. c. Carrigai,
.ludae Collauier, Col. J. V Mamtranck,
Major Holn.au, Thos. G. Broughton Kso
Gen. Jacob Maikle, Charles A. Grler, Esq.,
lol. H»"ey Baldwin, John 8. Gallagher, e7q
Capt. Thomas Browuell, Jacob Oid-on. Ksa.,
;-°l- I* C- Judsen, Od W. W. SeatoV
Cen. Hugh By. Co!. Joba S. Williams,
Hon. Ihoinas h ranklin, Dr. Wrn. J. net
Gen. B. C. Howard, Cen. Geo. Biso^e,
r"l't-11I>,,er Wilson. Col. J. L. Kdwtrds.

Witii the formation of this line ofg&ll&o thereat of that
war which terminated xo gloriously to the country, and
sohoiiorably to th»nihelves, on the day.the forty-first
anniversary of which they had now asaemoled to cele¬
brate.the veiehiatlon really commenced. The weather
beaten plumes, tarnished epaulets, battered swords and
old msmoo"d cockades, all spoke of days gone by "the
nays which tried men's souls".anu made the blood
course quick and strong through our more youthful
<rt lUN, as we remembered the cau»e* leading t» the war
of 18X2, and the toil, privation and suffering it caused our
lathers.
Ihe thrilling notes of martial music filled the air a4 the

pi "cession ot Veterans moved on towards the President's
house, wheie, upon their arrival. they were haunsomely
received by l»resldenit fierce, in a neat and appropriate
speech, in reply to oue from Judge Sutherland, of 1'enn-
hjrlvatiia. who spoke for the convention of soldiers
Among there were many who had never before greeted
his hxee'tenev, and the comments of some were atnuning.
Ooe New Yorker, who was rather overcome by his feel¬
ings ft admiratien, exclaimed, "The folks up my way nay

* rank Pierce is nobody, but for my part I should guess
he was tome pumpkins and you know that the
President's great forte is in saying pretty taings
on such occasions. The address ot Judge Suther-
land was also a most happy efTort. and was listened to
with marked attention. After making an exploration of
the Executive mansion. Inspecting its rich drapery and
the gorgeous "east room," with Its magnificent carpet
and costly chandeliers, mirrors, and cuitains the Con¬
vention took up the line of march, and returned to the
Udd bellows' Hall, where an

rvMsma mmoy
was had, and where there was much able and Interest¬
ing debating on a aeries of resolutions offered by General
lei-lie Com lis, of Kentucky, the chairman of the com¬
mittee appointed for the purpose.The venerable Curtis was the first to occnpy the stand
and the fact of hia having been a member of General
Washington's family.his adopted child.aeenred him the
undivided attention of the crowd which tnronged the hall.
He welcomed the old soldiers to the national capital and
exclaimed.

'

Columbia Columbia I to glory ai Ise.
The queen ol the world.Ihe child of ihe aklest

America.said the old man eloquent.has been engaged
in several ware, but always at a vast disadvantage. It
wanted, however, but a day to make an Americana sol¬
dier. Whence catne your heroea or the Revolution t From
any plaoe but the military school Where was your
science on the 8th of January, 18161' A proud and
haughty foe who bad been successful over Europe, invaded
our soil, but he was demolished at New Orleans. This
was no viotnry.that term does not apoly. It was only
the annihilation of the flower of Wellington's boasted
a'tny. General Custis added, he had seen the sunrise of
this republic In benignant splendor.he had seen it in
its meridian splendor.should he see it again sink In
bioody night, to rise no more fereve-f Here the old gen¬
tleman exhibited much feeliog, and, quite overcome,

e t,,e.conTftntlon Met up six deafening cheers
for the "Sage of Arlington."
Here, General Combs being called for, rose and intro-

dueea the following preamble and re«olutions:.
soi Dims or th* war of 1812-'1S, ix coxvkntiox it

WAfwmi/jon, January 8, 1860:.Another year has rolled
over our beads tlnce our last assemblage in this
city and many of those who then participated with

J Ul.onr oeWberatlous have since been numbered
with the dead. We mourn their loss and venerate
their memory. How many of us may live to see the
next anniversary of this glorious day, God only knows.
We hope to be ready for our destiny whenerer it may
come upon us. While we live, it is our duty to serve oar
country whenever called on, and d1) everything in our
power to perpetuate onr free institutions for our posterity
as pure and untandshed as thev were handed down to us
oj the father ef his country and his illustrious co-labor
era in the cause of human liberty. It is our special duty
to cherish in our hearts and follow the fraternal precepts
orWashingtoa, contained in his fare well address. In this
immortal document he inculcates the indispensable ne¬
cessity of onr '. unlan," under ene general government,
ifwe hope to preserve our liberty.

' 'To the efficacy and perm*nency of your Union a govern¬
ment for the whole la lndispensaole. s> » * »

Respect for it* authority, compliance with its laws, ac¬
quiescence in its measures are duties enjoined by the
lundamental maxims of true lit* rty. The basis of our po¬
litical system fa the right of the people to make and to
alter their constitutions ofgovernment. But the consti¬
tution which at the time exists, till changed by an ex¬
plicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly
obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and right
of the people to establish government, presupposes the
duty of every individual to obey the established govern-
roent.

All obstructions to the execution or the laws: all com¬
binations and associations, uncer whatever nlausi >le cha¬
racter, wtth the real deaign to directly control, counter-

aw,* tb? deliberation and action of the
constituted authorities, are destructive of this funda
mental principle, and of fatal tendency."
Therefore, be it.
J. Resolved, That having solemnly sworn, when we

first entered into the service of our country, to support
and sustain the Conitltution of the United States, in the
hope and expectation to enjoy the many blessings and ad¬
vantages it was designed to secure, we will honestly per¬
form the obligations it enjoins, and not shrink from the
duties it Imposes upon us.

2. Resolved, That we have witneesed with pleasure the
efforts now making in Congress for the final settlement
and nayment of our revolutionary debt. We consider
that our government Is under the most solemn obliga¬
tions to carry out the promisee of the Continental Con¬
gress, as contained in the resolutions of Oct. 21 1780-
Jan. 7, 1781, and March 8, 1786, by allowing to the officers
of the revolutionary army, the halt pay for We, to which
they were entiUed under those resolutions, foe the nav-
ment of which the faith of the nation was pledged, anl all
those Senators and members who have taken an active
Interest i» behslf of the officers of the revelation, their
widows and children, are entitled to the thanks and irrati-
tude of the oountry.

8

3. Resolved, That our grateful acknowledgments are

l!"i» i.£? C°nKr#MI ft>r '*. enactments in our be¬
half, although not earned to the r -stent of our hopes and
expectation*; and we earnestly peJtion the presint one
to supply the omissions of the former, by providing for
the declining years ot the soliiier* ot our n-oond war of
independence, as was done for those of the revolutionary

reeeiviTir,?,: '" pennons for wounds or injuries
received while in the line ofriutj In the m!h«-*rr and

0t IheTnrn°?J2f the,l'"lled States, instead of commencing
pr00t' M '* now practiced at the

I ension Office, ought, upon every principle of Justice, to
f>;oni Uie .late of the disability; and in

eaee ot the death of the Invalid, any arrears ot pension
»ue him should be paid to his widow; aud in case or her
death. t*> the lurriTiog children.

6. Resolved. That the subsequent marriage of a widow
who was entitled to a pension or bounty land io virtue
of any law of the United States, should not prevent her
rrom receiving such pension or land, provided she be
otnerwise entitled to the same; nor should the law render

cation**'"7 th<kt "k" k* * w,dow 4t tho t,m# of hnrappli-

, Resolved, That the Bounty land aet of March 3
1866, ought to bo amended, so as to embrace the children
of any person, who, if living, would be entitled to bonaty
land under said act, as well a* his " minor children "

end that those soldiers ot the war of 1812, who enlisted
foffive years or during the war. aad served until die-
charged in conseqneace of disability, or by reason of the
expiration ef their term, ought to receive a grant of 100
acres of land in additio n to what they have already re¬

ceived.
7. Revived, Tbaf we pm'e' . sgiini* t'« strligsnt em

a traction glvea by the oOeul orwaa of the .

who* *M\y it is to adjudicate upoa th# UWi^WtS
onr relief, and for the benefit of the widow* aadehiUrem
of oar deeMwd brother soldiers.

8. Resolved, That all tho provision* heretofore ula
lor ua, or which may hereafter be made, ought to be in¬
tended to our fellow eitiaena who were confined la fnulf
prise11* during any portion of the war of 1814-18.

®. K^lred, That inanmuch ac maoj of the record* of
the War Office, at Washington, hare been destroyed, it to
unjust to refuse credible parol proof, and require the
pitductlon of record evidence of service, to entitle n ri
toi loua applicants to the benefit of the land and nnaaiaa
laws.

10. Resolved. That it la due to the memory of Jmm
Madison, Prceident of the United States at the time of the
declaration of ear against Great Britain, and who fear-
leesly recommended that lmportent measure, to hat* at
appropriate statue erected to him in this city.

11. Resolved, That we will wear crape on the left ana
for thirty days, in tiken of raapeet for the memories ef
our companions in arms who have died since our laatoea-
?eation.

In urging the adoption of these resolutions, Gen. Cimfce
wasvery severe upon the legislativeandexecutiveInadei
of the general g^rnme^Hnd on the ae^h^ST
tion eomlng up for action, Hon. Euou WHimauT, Comp¬
troller of the Treaaury, opposed it aa an unworthy at¬
tempt to condemn a worthy pnblic officer without per¬
mitting him to be heard, and condemning him too for aet
executing the law in a manner violative of the law itaelf,
according to its plain provisions. V the law was weeag
let the blow, if any, be aimed at Congress, not at tfoa
head of an executive officer. The resolution was atosrt-
loply moaified.
Mr. Dorset, of the District of Columbia, offered the fol¬

lowing preamble and resolution, relative to the grave mt
Madl»on:.
Whereas, We. as members of the Convention of Hat¬

ters of the War of 1812, have learned with pain and re-

giet that the mortal remains of oar venerable President
and Commander-in-Chief during sail war, James
now lie neglected, without even a stone to mark the spec
where reposes the illustrious dead; and
Where*s, We, who were cotemporary with, and served

under bim, fully appreciating the signal and distii^aish-
ed rervioes rendered by him towards our common oonn-
try in the struggle for liberty during the Revolution, in
the war of 1812. and in the various and trying positions
embracing a lifetime of devotion to the cause of freedoas
ana tbe republic.therefore be it

Resolved That a committee of thirteen be appointed
. c5*lr. to prepare an addreas, and to suggest such

ttlff1"' ** their judgment may seem fit, to-
w.ar?H f'bject of erecting a monument over his gravw

at Montioello. Va., with suitable devices and inscriptions
commemorative of his lii» and pubHo services, and as %

tH'r ermark of respect to liii memory, that aaid committee
mlnested to oause the remains of his beloved wife te he

the- Congregational burial grounds and be

whilst livi
in COB,PI1*nce with ber expressed wish

Ihis resolution was objected to by Gen. Rirsr, of Jte.
P..,' °«>w ground thai he .juestionita truthfulness, and

,,l'fou*ht ^'rginla was able to take rare of her ewm
. .

would oonsider its adoption aa a stain upea
his State, and hoped the mover woull wlthiraw it.
as l nave satisfied myself of the entire truth of the pre¬

amble and resolution, Ihave here inserted both, altix.uHa
they were withdrawn by Mr. D.irsey. Iti* a matter of In¬
teresting public history, and should be given to the nubile.
« ill not some steps he taken either by Virginia or by tit*
JWeiai government to mark the spot where lies Ibe
i-atner of the political spirit of our country?" Virjruna

should look to this; if not. Congress must.
The convention appointed a committee of three to

carry out the resolutions, and then adjourned. So mush
lor this portion of the day's ' doings" bv the war part*.
An a kind of finishing touch to the fesUvitiee at the

national capital on the "Eighth,'' I would mention the
extraordinary deigning presented on Pernsylvania avw-

tbif ^rnoon. You must know that sleigh* are not

flnf "T. ^wln8 10 0x8 fact th*< "now seldom
fills of sufficient depth to Junify thslr use. During tha
|i»st seversl days large numbers have been introduoe*
here from Northern cities, and this afternoon tbe areuoe
presented qu.te a scene. Tbe sleighs were so thiok the,
could with difficulty pans. The drivera were g*uer*l£
drunk, with a corresponding crowd yelling and shou'iiw.
Many or tht-m carried small bands of music, and several
mounted " organ griudfrs," much to the amuaemeat of
the pedestrians of the sidewalk*. It seemed to be tha
saturnalia of sleighing.suoh a one as wis never wit¬
nessed here betore, ano I hope may never be again.
The fancy women of the metropolis turned out en mnsse.

and tor a while monopolized the principal thoroughfarvw
with " six in hand." trimmed in brilliant oolors. Thns
closed tlie torty-firat anniversary of the memorable Eirhfe
of January in Washington. jj.

Wasuinciton, Jan. 9, 1864.
Action of the National Democratic Convention.IMq/mb*

Stick to their Duliex. 27ie Jaclaxm Deiwtcrais in 6'i)wk4.
.A icarag-ua Politics.Colonel tbrney and the. Senate I'rimt-

irg.Wm the President take IHm in Hit Arm* >

The National Democratic Committee met yesterday, at
noon, and organized by selecting the Hon. Mr. McLaoe,
of Maryland, as chairman. Several motions were main
to adjourn over until to-day, but without auoceu. A
sub-committee was then selected to report on the day far
tbe meptlog of tbe National Convention at Cincinnati,
and the first Monday in June next was unanimously
agreed npon aa the day for the assembling of tha oonvam
tion. It will be seen that the committee would not per

mit^ it#elf to be led away from the rigid and kgitlmato
duties which it had beea selected to act upon. VarioM

I efforts had been made to get membera to introdno* a
resolution approving of tbe President's message, bat
when it was ascertained that a majority eould not be gat
In favor of Its paasage, it was wisely considered to let it
pasa.
The 8th closed with a meeting of the so-called Jackuna

democrats of the city, which was addressed by Cobb of
Georgia, and others. The members constituting
Jackson club are largely oomposed of office holders and
expectants. Hence the nesesaity for snoh ridioolena

M "^tonally »re Meed by them, eulogiaii*
Pierce, aid pronouncing hU administration unmatched
by any previous administration since the days of Waah-
ington. I nmatched, truly I And it Is to be hoped that

country will be permitted to run ltd career without
£<Z*teiL°.L*gJln such »BOther President as Pierce, or

presentone!**^ ,Uch anuth,r »dministraUon as the

¦A penny sheet printed in this city, publishes in ita

yi! what P"rP°rt* to be a fetter from seme
person in Nicaragua, who loudly declaims against the

Pron#nnc«« th* expedition aa
worthily entitled to the name and honor of thieves. Thto
letter originated here, and was written in this city; the
ohj^t, aa can be seen in the unmeasured aouae indulge*

C^^l^fti-2SiKiii5jr£s2raricatnref The political position of the party writing
the same was to be benefited by Its publication, and add?
»!>' hi! y for bim #n<1 his "unhappy country'' was

l«^Z n^ » m"?rIof cou rse, from certain ST
leagues, upon its perusal. It will require another effort

b^.,his diplomatic correspondent, before hia

h^huT10'^ : *n. eT9B1thw» h« n>ay foil in atUfnlng
h s object Papers have thefr prices in and abmt thU
city, as well as politicians have; but there are many

wtn°r« to 'Us charge, and these, of coarite*
win not take offence at ray remarks
rEXSSJSZ^Sr °f «.""*' Senate printing.
The l*reeldent permits no on* to pass him, h iving any In¬
fluence to whom he does not make known his earnest
tto^lte thFkMfcr' T°"e*y' the ,eader of Forney in

m C%^,?unt nP°n the oonveralon of
two Totes to hifl gide whish were given for the Smtind
upon its se ection to print the message, he. This >»«*¦»
all over, Mr. Tucker will, nevertheless, be a gainer- for
there axe four Senators who voted for Forney who are
now prepared to give their votes for the .Setuinel whan

Forget* "n prjnt*r anaIJ properly come before them.

rin« !( ni^Tf ,
comlnf? to a rapid and unfortunate

close. Miipped of almost untold patronage and political
S?«ieri.i 5hort'' ^ induced to a plain standing
with his tellow democrats. (Jen. 11erc«, imlUUn« the
disinterested avowal of Cochrane of New York mar ha
disposed to take Forney fn his arms; but before low ha
will have to drop him, on finding him a dead weight

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE.
[Correspondence of the Albany Journal.]Washington, Dm. '20, 18W.Brno thrji Vntf for Sjrakfr.

Home of the telegraphic and other published reportngiva
an erroneoua Impression of the method of voting far
Speaker by apeaklng of It aa " balloting." The prooeaaIn thi*:.A deputy clerk riaee, and alowly and di*tino%
pronounced the full name ot each member."Mr. William
Aiken," " Mr. Charle* J. Albright," repeating it thre*
time*, if there U no reaponse; and ho en in alphabetiealorder through the two hundred and thirty-four. Aa hi*
name ia called, the member anawer* aloud " Bank*," or

" Riohatdaon," or whoever be rotea for. If ha baa ufexplanation or remark to make in reforenoe te hia vote,be make* it at the aame time. After the roil haa kata
gone through with, those who were absent or did not Tot*
when their nuaea were oal.ed (there are alaraya ten or a
dozen itnoh) riae and re<iue»t their rotea to be recorded.
Which ia accordingly done. A aeoond deputy haa kepttally o* a printed liat. which he now paaaea over te tea
one who cell*! the roll. Ha renda: " Thoee who voted
tor Mr. Rlehardnon are Meaara. ," he., An.,and *e on with reference to the other*. Thia recapitula¬
tion occupie* aevrn or eight minute*; calling the roll,
about twenty. A last opportunity ia now afflordad for any
abeentee to record hia vote. Finally, a third deputy, whe
haa been counting up, hania the rftault in flgnraa to tbe
clerk, which he announce*, " Ranka, 103; Richard*#*,
OT," Ire., he
An idea may be formed from thia how tedloua the pr#-

ceaa ia. Six calling! of the roll, without anv debate, oc¬
cupy aa much time at ta usually apent in a daily ae<"*io«.
Of coime, every tan ainutea the minority can waate ta
nnneoeaanry talk, and every half hour they oaa ooaapel
to bv waated in calling the yaaa and nays on (riroloua
motion*, ia ao much toward* postponing aa election for
another day.
The moat of the democrat* and Southern Know no¬

thing* tit on the right aide ofthe Houm, the republican*
cn the left, though there are of courae exception*. All
the long apeeche* coma, it will be noted, from the right
All the charge* of "aeclienallrai," threats of "dtounlon,
rnm*enaical cbargaa of " intrigue," " perianal explaaa-
tlan*," nearly all the motion* to " adjourn," to a
race**, ' ' and ealla for "the yaaa and aaf»/
the hknve quarter. The moaseat any one of tbMi !*«.-
poaed of, there begin* on tbe tolt a murmur of ,0att Iht
roll.call the roll ".which inereaae* in voiuaae until «h*
roll i* called. Thia peraiited determination o< the «ap-
portera of Bank* to alt and rote, and TOtetiU an nramlaa
Hon ia effected, and the eqoally reralrteat daterainatfea
on the ether aide ta frnatrateand prevent it, are the Mat
noticf#ble things in ih* #truggl«.

SrmrKTu in Kanbah aki> Nuraka..The mr-
veyaintfaeae Territona* are prtfnaning fiyiiHy, and a
laijre number ot bonda and oontntet* (moat of them for
snlrdlvlding township* and running town*hip line*) haa*
been received by the Cnmmiaaioner of the (Hmeral IabA
office, from the Hurveynr General of theaa TarHterieawithin 'he last no* k.


